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AUTHORITY: 5 U.S.C. 552. 

SOURCE: 55 FR 37222, Sept. 10, 1990, unless 
otherwise noted. 

Subpart 1—Introduction 
§ 1201.100 Creation and authority. 

The National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration was established by the 
National Aeronautics and Space Act of 
1958 (72 Stat. 426, 42 U.S.C. 2451 et seq.), 
as amended (hereafter called the 
‘‘Act’’). 

§ 1201.101 Purpose. 
It is the purpose of the National Aer-

onautics and Space Administration to 
carry out aeronautical and space ac-
tivities of the United States. Such ac-
tivities shall be the responsibility of, 
and shall be directed by, the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
except that activities peculiar to or 
primarily associated with the develop-
ment of weapons systems, military op-
erations, or the defense of the United 
States shall be the responsibility of, 
and shall be directed by, the Depart-
ment of Defense. 

§ 1201.102 Functions. 
In order to carry out the purpose of 

the Act, NASA is authorized to con-

duct research for the solution of prob-
lems of flight within and outside the 
Earth’s atmosphere; to develop, con-
struct, test, and operate aeronautical 
and space vehicles for research pur-
poses; to operate a space transpor-
tation system including the space shut-
tle, upper stages, space program, space 
station, and related equipment; and to 
perform such other activities as may 
be required for the exploration of 
space. The term aeronautical and space 
vehicles means aircraft, missiles, sat-
ellites, and other space vehicles, to-
gether with related equipment, devices, 
components, and parts. It conducts ac-
tivities required for the exploration of 
space with manned and unmanned ve-
hicles and arranges for the most effec-
tive utilization of the scientific and en-
gineering resources of the United 
States with other nations engaged in 
aeronautical and space activities for 
peaceful purposes. 

§ 1201.103 Administration. 

(a) NASA is headed by an Adminis-
trator, who is appointed from civilian 
life by the President by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Administrator is responsible, under the 
supervision and direction of the Presi-
dent, for exercising all powers and dis-
charging all duties of NASA. 

(b) The Deputy Administrator of 
NASA is also appointed by the Presi-
dent from civilian life by and with the 
advice and consent of the Senate. The 
Deputy Administrator acts with or for 
the Administrator within the full scope 
of the Administrator’s responsibilities. 
In the Administrator’s absence, the 
Deputy Administrator serves as Acting 
Administrator. 

Subpart 2—Organization 

§ 1201.200 General. 

(a) NASA’s basic organization con-
sists of the Headquarters, eight field 
installations, the Jet Propulsion Lab-
oratory (a Government-owned, con-
tractor-operated facility), and several 
component installations which report 
to Directors of Field Installations. Re-
sponsibility for overall planning, co-
ordination, and control of NASA pro-
grams is vested in NASA Headquarters 
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